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resulting in further ‘isolation’ and creating safety fears 
for the ‘high density of children likely to be on the site’. 
(Good Practice Guide at 3.10) 
 
Our team used social media to help us further 
investigate the inadequacies of the proposed site. Out of 
the 45 twitter followers we contacted, 27 responded 
with views on the site proposals.  Some of our findings 
are summarized below: 
 
 5 respondents said that they regarded any site to be better than no site  
  The 22 other responses all agreed that the site was “inadequate” and provided 

“unsuitable living conditions”  
 9 of the responses came from people who identified themselves as Roma 

Gypsy or Irish Traveller and all 9 said that they would not be satisfied with the 
allocation of site GT01 as a plot for them to live on.  

  4 respondents are currently looking over our project proposal in greater detail 
and will be getting back to us with more advice and recommendations on how 
to proceed with the project.  

 
We have further been directly in contact with Woodside Caravan Park and its GAT 
residents who share our express concern with the development of this traveller site.   
The unpleasant features of the site, many of which are not child friendly do little in 
regards to instilling within the Gypsy/ Traveller community a sense of inclusion into 
society and hope to enjoy inherent rights (such as the right to health and education) 
which they currently lack.  
 
 
GT10 (Land at the Guide Dogs National Breeding Centre and Tollgate House at 
Bishops Tachbrook)  
 

After our team personally visited the 
Centre, we determined that it would be 
wholly unsuitable as a gypsy and traveller 
site. The land is situated in between the 
M40 and B4100 road. Again these roads 
are high-traffic routes with fast cars, and 
poor pavement and lighting provision. 
The area is also very isolated. 
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motorway. In fact our team were shocked that Warwickshire Council had even 
identified these locations as a possibility, with the lack of pavement provision or 
lighting. 
 
The Council should also have considered the 
health hazards associated with living in such close 
proximity to petrol stations. The proposed sites 
are less than 100m away from the petrol stations. 
Research shows that air in the immediate vicinity 
of petrol stations is often polluted with airborne 
particles form evaporated fuel and therefore 
harmful.  
 
We hope you are mindful of our findings in when considering the adequacies of these 
sites in upcoming consultations. If the Council requires any further assistance or 
information please contact the undersigned. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
Sanctuary (Gypsy Traveller Housing Group)  
 
 
 
 

A small shed 
on the site 
containing 
high voltage 
electricity 
and power, 
connected to 
overhead 


