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Please use this form if you wish to comment on the Stratford Road Gypsy and Traveller Preferred Options Site,

This farm may be photocopied or, alternatively, exira forms can be obtained from the Council’s offices ar places where
the consultation documents have been made available (see back page). You can alsa respond online using the LOF
Consultation Systerm, visit: www.warwickde.gov.ukinewlocalplan or by letter (address on back page)

Part A - Personal Details

1. Personal Details 2. Agent's Details {if applicable)

. Miss
Title

] Alison
Firet Manre

LastMarre Potter

Job Title {where relevant)

Crganisation (where relevant)

Address Line 1

Address Line 2

Aodress Line 3

Aoidress Line 4

Postoode

Telephone number

Email address

Wiould you lke to be made aware of future consultations on Gypsy Traveler sites? Yes D Mo

About You: Gender
Ethnic Crigin

AQge

Residents Association News|etter




Part B - Commenting on the Stratford Road Gypsy and Traveller
Preferred Site

The policy in the Draft Local Plan will list the criteria by which Gypsy and Traveller sites will be judged for suitability
and sustainability, These are the criteria;

a)  the site is within reasonable distance of schools, GP surgeries, dentists, hospitals, shops
and community facilities;

by  the site has good access to the major road netwark;

) the site is of a suitable size to accommodate between 5 and 15 pitches for permanent sites or 12 pitches
for transit sites;

oy it can be demonstrated that infrastructure requirements can be adequately met;
and

e)  there is potential for the site to be adequately screened,

What is the nature of your representation? Support * Chiject Comment

Pleas= set out full details of wour objection or represantation of suppoet with reference to the oriteria sbove.

We are local residents of Chase Meadow and we strongly oppose the site on Stratford Road, the site fails to
conform to the sutability critena prowded by Warwick Distnict Counctd (WDC) and m line with Government
Cmdance for Gypsy & Traveller sttes. Therefore the Plannmg Cfficer must refuse the application
accordingly.

WDC hawe izsued 19 suitability criteria by which to determine the proposed Stratford Road site. Our
ohjections to the site suitahility in relation to the relevant criteria are as follows

18. Availability
In relation to this criterion the consultation packizssued by WDC simply states ‘avatlable”. We assume this
relates to whether or not the land at Stratford Road 15 currently avatlable for sale to or uze by an appropriate
developer. WDC say that the land iz avatlable but they provide no detal as to how this land has become
avatlable.

We understand that the land hetween Severn Trent and the M40 15 owned by various people including Severn
Trent, private land owners and prvate dwelings. As far as we are aware Severn Trent and some of the
private land owners are opposed to the scheme and therefore the land 15 not currently available, despite what
WDC would hawve us believe, Untl WDC can prove that this land 15 awvatlable to site a permanent Gypsy &
Trawveller site, then the planting application should not be granted.

It 15 possible that WD C may be considering a Compulsory Purchase Order (CPO) of the site of the land
owners are not supportive of the proposal However, as the planning office will be aware CPOs take many
vears to go through, especially if they are appealed at the High Court, and so0 we would question whether or
not the Stratford Road site 15 suitable to deliver WDC™ s requirement for Gypsy and Trawveller Sites within the
5 year timescale.

15. Access Issues

The consultation pack states “Adwice expected from WCC soon’. As we have no sight of any adwvice from
WCC we will consider what the access impact will be from our own point of view.

During adrop-in session with WDC they outhned two access routes to the proposed Gypsy & Traveller site.
The first was wia alane owned by Severn Trent;, we have since been mformed by Severn Trent that they wil
not allow access to this lane, Consequently access to the site will be through Longbnidge Village.
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Corrtiued...

Access through Longbndge Village 1z currently completely unsutable for Gypsy & Travellers. The lane
that comes off the 4429 imto Longhndge 1z located on a sharp hend with very poor wsthility. 1 recently
drove along the 4429 towards the M40 at approz. fpm on a foggy Saturday evering and snsthility was so
poot I could barely seein front of my own headlights. This bend 15 also prone to flooding i heavy rain
and hecomes a skad risk in ice or snow. The fact that this hend 12 also home to atraffic junction makes it
an accident hlack-spot. At present the mumber of residents ving in Longhridge Village 15 low, howewver
with 15 Gypsy & Trawveller farndies using this junction for access the wolume of traffic turning off the
4429 will merease significantly creating a further risk for traffic accidents.

In addion the gudance on Gypsy & Trawvellers published by the Government suggests that they need
access for long, slow moving vehicles asthey will be towing caravans and static homes along this access
route. Currently the lane through Longbndge WVillage 13 a narrow farm track not wade enough to
accommaodate these wehicles. Furthermore, slow-mowing long wehicles turning  off the 4429 will
significantly increase the nsk of traffic accidents in normal drwing conditions, and will he extremely
hazardous, potentially fatal in poor drving conditions.

We understand that if the chosen access route 15 wa Longbnidge Village WDC will have to spend money
ofl inproving access to ensure the route 15 suitable for the needs of the Gypsy & Traveller communities. &
significant financial mvestment will be needed from WDC to make ths traffic unction fit for purpose and
safe for all road users. Bearing m mind that this resource will come from tax payer’s money we would
question whether this 15 the best use of tax payers money, or whether a more sutable stte can be found
within the district which already has appropriate access routes for the population it question?

11. Is the site close to other residential properties?

There are residential properties located very close to the proposed site, with the closest just 37 meters
away. Coverntment Cuidance on Gypsy and Traveller sites adwises that the masarnum pitch capacity 15 15
and that the Gypsy and Traweller site should not overpower or dominate any exsting residential area

The proposed site on Stratford Road comprizes 15 pitches so 15 at the highest recommend capacity. Each
pitch will comprize a static home as well as a space for a mobile caravan and it 15 recommended that they
hawe expansion space so that as farmlies reproduce and grow, they can continue to reside together on the
same site. It 15 reasonable to assume that each pitch will have hetween 5-10 residents and therefore the
population located at this site will be hetween 75-150 people. Furthermore they may have wisttors to their
site at any given titne.

Longhridge Village iz a small hamlet with a modest population.  Cleatly the addition of up to 150 Gypsies
& Trawellers m cloze prozumity to Longbridge Village wall domunate the essting commurnity there and
alter the residential conditons the willage currently emoys. We would ask the planmng officer to be
mindful of the exsting residents when making their decision as we believe the site 15 unsutable due to its
prozimity to Longhridge Village.

WDC have aresponsihility to prowde 31 pitches over 15 vears. Despite identifiing 3 preferred sites across
the distnct, the Stratford FEoad proposal i set to accommodate 48% of the whole requirement
Furthermore there are areas within the District Council, such as Kentlworth, which are not being proposed
to house any Gypsy & Traveller sites. In order not to dominate emsting comtrunities we would question
why the council do not spread thewr pitch allocation more evenly across thewr area, resulbing m a larger
number of small pitch sites, thereby reducing any extra demand on local resources.

1. Landscape Character

WDC have a duty to meet the accommodation needs of the population wathin their area mcluding Gypsy
and Travellers. We helieve that the chosen site at Stratford Road 13 unsuitable for the Gypsy and Traveller
population as it does not prowde areasonahble standard of lvng,




Cortnued. ..

The site 1z hordered by a sewage works, the River Avon and the M40 motorway, each of which prowide health
ot safety risks to the Gypsy & Traveller population. There 15 currently a ‘cordon sanitare” i place which will
need to he reduced according to WDC™s plans. Whilst they may legally be able to buld pitches close to the
sewage works the council also hawve an ethical’moral responsihility to their resident populations. We currently
liwe i1 Chase Meadow (tuch further from the sewage worlks) and it 18 not uncommon for us to smell
sewerage, particularly during the summer months. We can only wnagime how strong this smell (and potentially
taste) will be i close prommity to the site; therefore we don't believe that it 13 a suitable site to create
residential accommodation.

To the notth 12 the M40 motorway. The counct have confirmed that a noise report has heen carried out which
concluded that the noise 1z within the acceptable limits, howewer they don’t consider the inpact of the M40 on
att quality. & report published by MPs highlighted in today’s national news (8 December 2014) states that air
pollution now causes 29,000 deaths anmally i the UK, which 15 nearly asmany as caused by smolang. The
report highlighted that amenities should be built far away from major roads and that action must be taken to
stop a new generation of chidren being exposed to poor air quality. If the site at Stratford Road goes ahead
there will be a number of children bving at these permanent pitches that will be exposed on a daly basis to
poot air gquality.  Again we would retterate that WDC have a moral responsihility to prowade a good standard
of vang  for Gypsies & Travellers and that the health risks of the chosen site prevent this site from heing
suitable.

Finally the location of River Avon, ust 20 metres from the site, prowides a safety nisk to the children that will
live at these permanent pitches and also a flood nsk to the site i general WDC do cotrrnit to providing a
flood allesnation scheme as well as landscaping which will buffer residents from the sewage works, M40 and
the River Awon but thiz wall be at sigmficant cost, agam at tax payers expense. Even with these buffers
place we still believe that the site on Stratford Road wall not prowde an acceptable standard of lwing  for
residents, for health and safety reasons, and therefore the site 15 completely unsuitable.

13. Distance to GP Surgeries, Schools etc

The closest amenities to the proposed site on Stratford Road are at Chase Meadow and Avlesford There 1z
already intense pressure on local schools due to the large housing developments m Warwick owver the last 20
vears. Oypsy/Travellers place extra demands on school places, and the Counctl must consider the capacity of
existing school premises and resources to cope with thiz. We were told by a council representative at a drop-in
session that there iz talls of building a new Primary School close to Avlesford School. As far as we khow this
proposal 15 1 the very early stages, and will take years to plan and build, so should not be relied upon for the
purpose of this planmng decision. The council must be sure that existing  serwices have the capacity to meet the
needs of this proposed Gypsy & Traveller population before approving this planning application. There will
also be additional demands placed on the MHS by the creation of a permanent GypsyiTraveller site on
Stratford Road, and agam capactty of local serncesmust be considered.

19. Deliverability

A key consideration for the delwerability of thus scheme 15 wabiity. Throughout this letter we hawve
highlighted that the current state of the proposed site 15 completely unsuitable for the purpose for which it 15
wtended. This means that WD C will have to spend a sigmficant amount of money on creating appropriate
access landscaping, flood allewation, safety measures and nose reduction. This 1z all m addition to the money
needed to develop the site itself

WDC state in their consultation pacl that they are committed to allocating sustanahle and affordable sites for
the permanent residential needs of its Gypsy and Traveller Commnunity. This planning application tnust fall at
the first hurdle because thiz site 15 i1 no way affordable, and therefore does not meet the councils own criteria,
WD has a duty to use tax-payers money i a fair and proper way and the construction of thiz site using tax-
payers money 15 cleatly contrary to that duty. There must be other sites wathin the district that are more
sutable, and require less investment from the council, so why are the councd intent on using this site?



Contirmed.

The fact that WDC have not confirmed exactly how the land i question iz “available” raizes serious concers
for deliverability wathin the proposed tunescales. Severn Trent have confirmed, as have certain private land
owners, that they will not be seling thew land to the council If the site goes to CPO thus could take yearsto
get a decision through the courts. Even once the land 15 secured the alterations and worles mentioned abowve to
inprove access safety and sutabiity could take months or even vears. From the information given to us mn the
consultation pack we can only assume that thiz site will not he deliverable within 5 years, as per the councils
Local Plan, therefore it 15 a completely unsuitable choice of site, and planning approval should be refused.

Council Obligations

We understand that the councd iz required, by nation planning policy and the Housing Act 2014 to meet the
needs of the populations wathin thew area, mcluding Gypsy/Travellers, however within their powers WDC also
hawe the discretion to bsten to thew local cornrmurties and actin thew bestinterests.

The Localism Act (20110 basically allows local authorities the final say on local development decisions
through a *general power of competence’, regardless of pre-set national targets. The Localsm &ctalso gives
new rights and powers for communities to affect decisions within their local area There are a mumerous cases
in recent years where local comtnunty  groups hawe successfully managed to oppose  pertnanent
Cypsy Traveller sites close to their homes, mcluding i Menden (BATIDY and Sclihwll This sets a precedent,
and along with the Localism Act gwves WDC the freedom to respect the wishes of the Chaze Meadow
ottty

We would therefore urge Warwick District Counctl to take note ofthe opposttion to their plans (a detailed
response i3 currently being orgamsed by Chase Meadow Eesidents Association).

Employment/Commercial Land

Thizs consultation also cowvers land for employment space on the 4429 Stratford 4s there are already empty
commmercial units at Tournament Fields, as well significant amounts of undeveloped land assigned for
commercial developrnent, surely it makes more sense to use this area to capacity before assigring more land
for employment purposes. Furthermore, the M40 roundabout i3 already very congested, especially when there
are events or traffic 1ssues in the surrounding area, and cannot cope wath additional commuter traffic.

Summary

To swntnarise, the proposed site at Stratford i3 currently completely unsutable for a permanent Gypsy &
Trawveller population. It i unsuitable hecause the land iz unavalable, the access routes are poor and the
surrounding roads/riversfsewage make the site mappropriate for residential accommodation. & significant
ivestment over a number of yvears will be required from WDC to make thiz site suitable and therefore the site
1z not an affordable or wable option, nor i it deliverable within the councils required timetable. Even if these
1ssues were not present then the planmung application should stll be refused as the site 15 too overpowenng for
the exsting residents of Longbridge Village and wall place a dran on local community resources which are
already overstretched. The Stratford Road stte does not meet the 19 Suttabiity  Criterta 1ssued by WDC, and
will not in the tnmediate future and therefore planning approval mustbe refused

We trust our comments will he taken into consideration and we urge the Planning Officer to refuse planning
pertnission for this scheme on the hasis that it 1 an unsuitable site which does not meet the relewvant criteria set
out for choosing a permmanent Gypsy & Traveller site.



Guidance onMaking Representations

s Pleass use this responss form as it will help the Council to keep accurate and consistent records of all the

comments, alternatively completeonline at www.warwickdec.gov.ukinewlocalplan
You may withdraw your objection at any time by writing 1o Warwidk District Council, address below
It is important that you include your name and address as anonymous forms cannot be accepted. If your address

details change, pleass inform us in writing

All farms should be received by 4.45pm on Friday 12 December 2014
Copies of all the objections and supporting representations will be made availsble for others to see at the
Council's offices at Riverside House and online via the Council's e-consultation system. Please note that all
commments are in the public domain and the Council cannot accept confidential ob ections. The information will be
held on a database and used to assist with the preparation of the new plan for Gypsy and Traveller sites and
with consideration of planning applications in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998

*  Toreturn this form, please drop off at one of the locations below, or post to: Development Policy Manager,
Development Services, Warwick District Council, Riverside House, Milverton Hill, Leamington

Spa, CV32 5QH or email: newlocalplan@warwickde.gov.uk

Where to see copies of the Stratford Road Gypsy and Traveller Preferred Options Site
Copies are available for inspection on the Council’s web site at www.warwickde.gov.ukinewlocalplan and

at the following locations:

Location

Opening Times

Warwick District Council Offices
Riverside House, Milverton Hill, Royal Leamington Spa

o —
Thurs Fri

8.45am—5.15pm
8.45am— 4.45pm

95-100 Shrubland Street, Royal Leamington Spa

Leamington Town Hall Mon — 8.45am—5.15pm
Parade, Roval Leamington Spa Thurs Fri 8.43am— 4.45pm
Warwickshire Direct Whitnash Mon — Tues 10.30am — 5.00pm
YWhitnash Library, Franklin Road, Whithash Wwed 1.30prm — 5.00pm
Thurs Closed
Fri 10.30am — 4.00pm
Sat 10.30am — 1.30pm
Leamington Spa Library Mion — Weds 9,30am — 6.00pm
The Pump Rooms, Parade, Rayal Leamington Spa Thurs 10.00am — 7.00pm
Fri 0.20am — 6.00pm
Sat 0.20am —4.30pm
Sun 12.00pm — 4.00prm
Warwickshire Direct I — Thurs 8.00am—5.30pm
Warwick Shire Hall, Market Fri 8.00arm — 5.00pm
Square, Warwid Sat 0.00am— 4.00pm
Warwickshire Direct Kenilworth ron — 2.00am - 5.30pm
Kenilworth Library, Smalley Place, Kenilworth Tues Wed 10.30am — 5.30pm
Thurs — 9.00am — 5.30pm
FriSat 0.00am — 1.00pm
Warwickshire Direct Lillington Mlon 9,20am — 12.20pm & 1.20pm — 6.00pm
Lillington Library, Yalley Road, Royal Leamington Spa | Tues and 9,30am — 12,30pm & 1,30pm — 5,30pm
Fri Wieds Closed
Thurs 0.30am — 12.30pm & 1.30pm — 7.00pm
Sat 0.20am — 12.20pm
Brunswick Healthy Living Centre Mon — Fri 9.00am — 5.00pm

Where possible, information can be made available in other formats,
including large print, CD and other languages if required. To obtain one of

these alternatives, please contact 01926 410410.



